














Instruction J

Pin High! Summer 2009
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European Tour star Simon Dyson

demonstrates a safety-first approach
when taking on a tight pin
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Left of centre

When faced with a pin cut on the right side of
the green a fade is definitely the smart shot to
play. Aim left of the target with your feet, hips
and shoulders BUT keep the club pointing at
the hole. Also, position the ball a couple of
inches further forward in the stance.

A big thing to remember is to trust the changes
that you have made in the set-up. There is no
need to try and open the clubface at impact
and club up as the ball will not travel as far as

normal and will stop quickly.

Flatter plane

At the top of the backswing your back should
be pointing directly at the target but look to
have your right elbow closer to your side to
encourage a flatter path.
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Forming the claw (left)

Place your left hand on the club as normal with the thumb
pointing down the middle of the grip. With your right hand,
make a ‘v’ underneath the grip. Use the forefinger of your
left hand to keep your right thumb on the grip. The right
hand is now locked in place and the shoulders and arms are
back in control of the stroke.




Ladies’ European Tour player Clare
Queen on making a smoother stroke,

EYES WIDE SHUT
Anxiety can cause plenty of putts to miss so if you

are struggling to make a smooth stroke try this drill
— putting with your eyes closed.

Prepare for the putt in the same way you normally
would and when you are happy with your
alignment and distance shut your eyes. You might
think that this would lead to more tension, and a
sure-fire way to miss any putt, but it should
actually free up your stroke and add some much-
needed trust.

If it does work on the practice green don’t be
afraid to try it on the course.





